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EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS

Ph.D.

Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Indiana, PA



Major: English Literature and Criticism

Specialization: Shakespeare and Renaissance Drama, Postcolonial and Cultural Studies, Comparative Literature and Medieval Studies

Graduation: August 15, 2000 with distinction

Dissertation: “’Here is my space’: East/West Relation in Othello and Antony and Cleopatra”

DISSERTATION

ABSTRACT:
In his influential work Orientalism, Edward Said asserts that “the relationship between Occident and Orient is a relationship of power, or domination, of varying degrees of a complex hegemony”.  This paper tries to read Shakespeare’s Othello and Antony and Cleopatra as the Bard’s attempt to establish a counter hegemonic space in which the relationship between the Orient and the Occident is a relationship of symbiosis, love, and mutual recognition.  Othello and Antony and Cleopatra can be re-read as an attempt to write against the Western discourse of racism and patriarchy. In some of his best work, Shakespeare does not appear to be sustaining what Michel Foucault classifies in his essay “What is an Author?” as an “author-function”.  The “author- function” is what Foucault defines as an author “who characterize[s] the existence, circulation, and operation of certain discourses within a society”.  This kind of author, Foucault elaborates, is “tied to the legal and institutional systems that circumscribe, determine, and articulate the realm of discourse”.  On the contrary, this paper tries to establish Shakespeare as an “initiator of discursive practices”.  As an initiator of discursive practices, Shakespeare produced not only his work but also opened a new space for the “possibility and the rules of the formation of other texts”.  Further on, Shakespeare not only made it possible for other future literary works to adopt and try to emulate his achievements, but he “also made possible a certain number of differences,” as Foucault explains about the works of Marx and Freud.  Shakespeare, like Marx and Freud, “cleared the space for the introduction of other elements other than [his] own, which, nevertheless, remain within the field he initiated”.  If we accept that Shakespeare is not writing strictly within the limitations of his contemporary cultural discourse, the purpose of this dissertation is to read the unions between Othello and Desdemona and that of Antony and Cleopatra as transgression against the hegemonic western discourse of Self and Other.  Desdemona’s marriage to Othello is a transgression against the Western discourse; this marriage brings Othello from the Western classifications as the Other to become part of the Self, and this thwarts the dialectical duality through which the West perceives the rest.  Furthermore, Desdemona’s love for Othello defies the Western perception of patriarchy, and in a contradictory way enhances the misogynistic Western discourse of the lasciviousness of women.  Moreover, Antony and Cleopatra’s liaison is another transgressive act that defies the Western discourse of imperialism and the antagonistic relationship between the Self and the Other.  Cleopatra destroys the Western perceptions of the ideal woman or the role of women in society and politics.  This new subversive discourse stands in sharp contrast to that of the West.  The Western discourse of racial prejudices and misogynistic stereotypes becomes clear when compared to that of the discourse induced by the unions of Othello and Desdemona and Antony and Cleopatra.  Iago emerges as the representative of the discourse of the Enlightenment that begins to classify civilizations in order to define itself.  This new instrumental discourse can be read as the nascence of Colonialism and Orientalism. Finally, the clash between these two discourses evolves in to a psychological turmoil that brings the protagonists to their tragic end.  Othello falls under the hegemony of Iago’s discourse and starts to define himself in the terminology of this discourse; further on, Othello identifies Desdemona’s affections for him according to Western discourse, solely, as a sexual desire not love.  Antony and Cleopatra, likewise, opens with Antony’s struggle stemmed from the inner clash between the Roman imperial and patriarchal discourse and that of his and Cleopatra’s new one.  The closure of these plays is tragic; with the death of Othello and Desdemona and Antony and Cleopatra the Shakespearean space of East/West mutual recognition comes to an end.

M.A.

Yarmouk University, Irbid, H. K. of Jordan



Major: English Language and Literature



Concentration: Literature and Linguistics

Thesis: “Alienation and Estrangement in William Faulkner’s Short Fiction”

Degree granted: May 1994

B.A.

Yarmouk University, Irbid, H. K. of Jordan



Major: English Language and Literature



Degree Granted: January 1989

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Chair

   Dept. Of English Language and Linguistics 2017- 2019
Vice Dean            Faculty of Graduate Studies 2015-2016

Editorial Board     Jordan Journal of Modern Languages and Literature



2012-2016
Assistant Prof.  English Literature and Criticism, Jordan University of Science and Technology

                           2013-Present.

I have been teaching a number of literary and culturally related courses in English and American Literature.  I have also taught a number of graduate courses at Yarmouk University ranging from traditional literature course to postmodernism, cultural studies, literary theory, and Western civilization.

Instructor
Critical Languages, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Indiana, PA



Fall 1998 – Fall 1999

As part of my Graduate Assistantship at IUP I was assigned to teach Arabic as a Foreign Language courses is the last two academic years.

This experience was very rewarding as it supported and enhanced my teaching methods and communicative skills.  Those were not only language courses but I also integrated the cultural context of the language as part of the objectives of this program.  I am proud that some of my students are pursuing their graduate education now in Arabic Language related fields.

Academic 

Director
Twining Program, Al al-Bayt University, Kwantan, Malaysia



August 1996- January 1997

As part of the Twining program between Al al-Bayt University and a number of Malaysian academic institution I was responsible for organizing lectures schedule and preparing curricula for teaching English and Arabic Languages, and a number of Humanity courses.  I also presented and taught a number of language and humanities courses.

Lecturer 
Language Center, Al al-Bayt University, Mafraq, H. K. of Jordan



1995-96

This was a part time job to teach English Language to non-native speakers.  The emphasis was on vocabulary, grammar, and writing for college level students.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Public Relations

Director
Al al-Bayt University, Mafraq, H. K. of Jordan



May 1996- August 1997

Responsibilities included the organization of a number of international and national scholarly conferences, promoting the message of the University, planning and directing a number of seminars and colloquia.  This was a very rewarding experience.  The way a conducted the objectives of this position is still considered exemplary in the University.

International Relations

Coordinator
Al al-Bayt University, Mafraq, H. K. of Jordan



August 1995- May 1996

This was my first formal professional experience.  Responsibilities included recruiting staff and students, fund raising, and promoting the University.  I managed to establish my qualifications in this job and before a long time I became the director of public relations.

HONORS/DISTINCTIONS


Awarded a Graduate Fellowship, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ



(Spring 2000)


Awarded the Presidents Fellowship, Drew University, Madison, NJ



(Fall 1999-Fall 2003)

Awarded the JUST Doctoral Scholarship, Jordan University of Science and 

 

Technology, Ramtha, H. K. of Jordan



(Spring 1998-Fall 2000)


Awarded a Graduate Assistantship, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, 



Indiana, PA



(Fall 1997-Fall 1999)

PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS

SCHOLARLY CONFERENCES

                             “Modernism vs. Postmodernism in American Elections”

On-going research

“Postmodern Terrorism”

On-going research



" The Disneyland effect: postmodern readings of American 




politics in the Middle East"




Engaging Baudrillard, Swansea, UK




(Sept. 4, 2006)

“To his Coy Text: Derrida, Plato, and Myths in the Phaedrus,”           


PCEA/CEA Conference, Philadelphia, PA


(April 2, 1999)

“Shakespeare’s Histories and Tragedies: The BorderLine,”

English Graduate Organization, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Indiana, PA

(March 19, 1999)

“Of Romance and Other Spaces: Feminine Ecruiter in the Restoration,”


EAPSU Conference, Indiana University of Pennsylvania,


Indiana, PA


(October 17, 1998)

“The Image of Women in the Harlots of the Desert,”

Nineteenth Medieval Forum, Plymouth College, Plymouth, NH


(April 17, 1998)

“East/West Relations in Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra,”


CEA Conference, San Antonio, TX


(April 2, 1998)

LIST OF PUBLICATIONS
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"Shakespeare, Orientalism, and History: An Introduction".  Al-Nadwah: A Bulletin Published by The World Affairs Council.  Vol xii,2. 2001.
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Al-Khatib, Mahmoud A. Thaer Al-Kadi, Rana Shawqi Haddad. 2023. "Favor-Asking as Used by Jordanian University Students: A Socio-Pragmatic Study" JJMLL 15 (3): 1003-1026. https://doi.org/10.47012/jjmll.15.3.14.

Al-Kadi, Thaer. Mazin Alqazo. 2023. "A Cultural Chase: The Gendered Medieval and Renaissance Discourses in Margaret Cavedish’s The Blazing World and Francis Bacon’s New Atlantis" JJMLL. Accepted.
RESEARCH IN PROGRESS



"Egypt's Postmodern Revolution"



"Postmodern Terrorism"



"The Construction of the (Post)modern Islamic Identity"



"The Playful Cultural Identity of the Middle East"



"The Genres of Islamic Historiography: Literature vs. History"



"The loss of the Real in Hawthorne's Young Goodman Brown"



"Rules of Engagement: Ann Bradstreet's Feminine Writing Strategies"



"The Disney Land Effect: Postmodern Reflections on Abu Ghraib"



"The Matrix: American Politics in the Middle East"


"Jesus Industry: The Re-making of the image of Christ in Medieval  Literature"



"Matter and Antimatter: Physics and The Ode to a Nightingale"



"Postmodern Historiography: The Quantum Leap of Western History"

LEADERSHIP ROLES



Organizer, Many Royal visits to Al al-Bayt University (1995-97)

Three times member of the Library Committee to the Cairo International Book Fair, Al al-Bayt University (1995, 96, 97) 

Organizer, “The Third Meeting for the UNESCO’s Committee for the History of the World” Al al-Bayt University (1997)

Vice President of the Committee for the International Conference of Islamic Art, Al al-Bayt University, Jordan (1996)

Director, “The 13th International Conference for the Middle Eastern Studies Association” Al al-Bayt University (1996)

Director, “Islam and the West International Conference” Al al-Bayt University (1995)

